
  

��������������	
����	�
� �
���
��������	�����������

�
� 	
 ��������������
�

���������
���
����
�����������  ������!����
Welcome to the London & South East Squash Newslette r.  This newsletter 
is how our regional office keeps you updated on local Squash and Racketball news 
within the London and South East.   If you have any news you wish to share or have 
tournaments or any other events you wish to publicise, please send them to:  
Barbara.peddy@englandsquash.com  
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It is with utter shock, deep regret and the most profound sorrow that we convey the 
news of the tragic death of Kent county secretary, Ian Wright . It is believed that Ian 
suffered a heart attack while playing racketball at his beloved Bexley club last night 
(Sunday January 4th). 
 
Ian had been secretary of the Kent Squash and Racketball Association for more than 40 
years, and just a few short months ago a special presentation evening was held in his 
honour to celebrate that particular milestone of momentous service to the sport he loved 
and helped to nurture in this county. Friends from throughout the world of squash 
gathered to salute his enormous contribution to the game. 
 
As well as his roles as county secretary and treasurer of the Kent Squash and 
Racketball Association, Ian was also a long-serving member of the England Squash 
Council and had been the national governing body's official archivist for many years. He 
was also heavily involved with Kent tennis and was the driving force behind many of the 
improvements at the Bexley Tennis and Squash Club in recent years, including the 
building of a magnificent new pavilion which replaced the charming wooden structure 
which served the club faithfully for so long, just like Ian. 
 
At the age of 75, Ian was still playing competitive racketball, a sport that he has 
promoted heavily and successfully in recent years, having been National Over-70s 
champion two years ago. 
 
His dedication - at so many levels and in so many ways - to the sports he loved will 
always be remembered by all those who knew him, and the impact of his work and felt 
by many more who didn't. 
 
We will miss him. 
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South East Region  

  Club Charter  
  

Two more centres have committed to achieve the Club Charter.  Beau Sejour 
(Guernsey) and Fareham Leisure Centre (Hampshire).  This means that 18 clubs are 
now currently working towards their accreditation in the South East region. 
  
 Brakenhale School, Bracknell  
  
Fraser Liversage met the Head of PE at the school to discuss running a Mini Squash 
programme and possibly racketball for various year groups within the school.  Two staff 
members want to undergo the Mini Squash teacher award to provide ongoing delivery 
within curricula activity.  The school have affiliated, although they don’t have any courts 
themselves!  They will play at the nearby Leisure Centre, where they will receive 
discounted courts.  It’s hoped that the school will become part of the government’s 
“Sport Unlimited” project that by 2011 aims to get 900,000 young people aged 5-19 
years to take up an additional 2 hours of sport. 

  
  St Mary’s Squash Club – Hampshire  
  

Southampton Solent University is planning to build a new £25m five-storey development 
next to the university building.  The sports facility will replace Southampton City 
Council's St Mary's Sport Centre, which is adjacent to the proposed site and expected to 
close.  “The new facility could feature a fitness suite, a climbing wall, squash courts and 
a sports hall.  Also included is provision for a GP clinic or physiotherapy, a social area 
with café, a teaching space and retail units.   Construction of the new facility will be part�
funded by the council, but when completed will be operated by Solent University.  A 
planning application is expected to be submitted in 2009 and the university hopes 
construction on the development will begin in 2010”.   
As yet no firm promise has been given that the courts will be built allowing the squash 
club members to simply move next door, therefore a campaign has been started to 
gather some feedback from current users and capture some utilisation data.  As part of 
the campaign the Hampshire development coach will be running regular sessions at St 
Mary’s, which will focus on women returning to sport, racketball and junior coaching.  
Before too long we hope to have re-kindled the squash club, formed an active committee 
and thereby be able to justify the need for courts in the new centre.   
  

  
Berkshire Sport - County Sport Partnership  
  
The South East area is determined to forge stronger working relationships with each of 
the four County Sport Partnerships in the region during 2009.  To this end, meetings with 



  

contacts at Berkshire occurred resulting in their advertising places for the coaching 
bursary (secured earlier in the year), help and support in the eventual deployment of 
coaches and assistance with Club Mark/Club Charter.  Fraser has offered to give a talk 
on attaining “Club Mark” at one of the support meetings.  Next meeting take place after 
the Berkshire Sport Development Forum Thursday 8th January.  A meeting with 
Hampshire is already planned for January and meetings with Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire are yet to be arranged.   
 
Oxfordshire  
  
After several months without a chair person, Oxfordshire Squash Racquets Association 
has welcomed Mr Dik Third to the position.  Christine Bishop (a recent recipient of 
Volunteer of the Month) has agreed to continue as County Secretary.  The South East 
can now push ahead with the area forum and area plan. 
Ed Nevins from Witney Squash Club, recently won Junior Volunteer of the Month. 
  

  London  Region 
   
   Crawley Squash Club Affiliate  

  
Crawley Squash Club have been affiliated to England Squash, following six months of 
club development work with Area Manager Justyn Price. The club have moved from a 
leisure centre which was being demolished to the 5 courts K2 leisure centre. The club 
has increased in membership by over 15% over the past few months and is now being 
supported by Development Coach John Millard delivering Mini Squash in local schools, 
and adult group coaching sessions. Crawley are considering entering a team in the 
Sussex County League in the new season! 
  
  
Ashtead Racketball Exhibition  
  
Members of Ashtead Tennis and Squash Club were treated to a coaching clinic and 
exhibition match by England Squash's Matt Baker and Simon Retter. Club Chairman 
Graham Francis followed up the evening with a vote of thanks: "We know both of the 
lads had a bit of a journey to be with us and would like to thank them for a fun, yet 
professional, evening – it was greatly appreciated!" 

  
  
Community Coaches Lead Team Teaching Project  
  
Eighteen months after their first taste of Mini Squash, schools in South London were 
invited to participate in a 3-week Team Teach ‘Refresher’ initiative, with community 
squash coach Jo Robinson. Jo worked alongside class teachers to deliver a variety of 
whole-class Mini Squash/Multi-Skill 

 
Ealing Women and Girls Project Funding Confirmed  
  
Ealing Borough Council have joined forces with England Squash to add Racketball to 
the WAGS (Women and Girls Sport) programme. The Council will be funding a 



  

Racketball Coach for an initial 10 weeks to deliver sessions to Women and Girls from 
the local area at Ealing Squash Club. The Council have committed to funding further 
sessions as the interested grows further. 
  

  Hammersmith Juniors Funding Application Approved  
  
Hammersmith Borough Council have worked in partnership with England Squash to 
submit a funding application to Sports Unlimited in order to deliver a schools Mini 
Squash Programme, which will then feed into a new junior club at the local leisure 
centre. The funding also includes paying for a member of leisure centre staff to qualify 
as a level 1 squash coach.  (Warm-up/Circuits/Team Games/Cooldown) in 10 different 
schools to over 500 children for 2½ days each week over a 6-week period during 
November-December 2008. 
 
 
 

Berkshire Sport -  Nutrition Course 
  
Berkshire Sport is running a course on Nutrition in February.   The course is taking place 
on:  
 
Thursday 5th February 2009 from 18:30 - 21:30 p.m. 
Venue:   Wokingham Waterside Centre in Reading 
 
More details can be found on our website.  www.berkshiresport.com  
 
 
 

&���������
 
PSL Fixtures for Jan 2009 
�
'�������() 	
 ��������������
�
*��� �+ �
�� ��	��,-#����.�/��	�#���	�
�
*��� �0 �
1��� ��	�*����#����.�/��������0���	���
'"/��	2�*�������������'&�.������������	
������
��	� �
3�.������-�	���.�/���/�� ��	����&
��
��	���
�
���������	�
���	�������

���
��
�	�
����
�	���
���� ��	�
���
	�������
��	�����

���
�	��	��������	����
��	��
	��������������	�	����
��� ����

���
�
�
�



  

�

�
�

&��������&���
�3�.��� $��	�"����
� �  
If you are a club who are working towards your England Squash Club Charter, or a 
Coach looking to keep your coach Licence up to date, please use the following websites 
to find out details of course local to you. These include: Equity in Your Coaching, 
Safeguarding and Protecting Children in Sport, How to Coach Disabled People in Sport 
and A Club for All. 
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