Over 35 Intercounty Weekend, Sussex.
After a poor 5-0 loss against a very strong Suffolk team, Hampshire O35 took on the boys from Bucks. All the matches were tight and Hampshire found themselves trailing 2-1 with just their top 2 strings left to play. Steve McGoulin (2) sorted out his tactics to come back from 2-1 down to win. In a closer affair, Stuart Summers (1) burst the ‘lively’ match ball at 2-0 and 8-7 down. Different ball, different  match, Summers romped through to win 3-2 dropping just 2 further points. The team won 3-2 and only needed to beat hosts Sussex to move through to the promotion stage.

Sunday morning squash can produce some odd results, although there was nothing odd about Richard Freemantle’s 3-2 victory. The wheels were set in motion and Matt Fernandez followed up with a sound victory. McGoulin sealed the match, relieving the pressure on Summers and new man Alan Rhynes, both of whom lost 3-1 and 3-2 respectively.

Senior Intercounty Weekend, Bedfordshire.

Dunstable turned out to be a bizarre venue – the courts were very cold but played very fast!!! This imbalance of logic threw the Hampshire players initially and several games were dropped against the hosts, although the match was won 4-1.

The second match in was against Suffolk. With Phillips winning and Retter losing, the match was set for a close finish. Summers was handed his match whilst Hinton had few chances against his classy opponent. Thornton, battled hard but struggled to maintain enough momentum in win the fifth game.

Everything was to play for on the Sunday morning against Berkshire. Phillips, who had seemed distracted by caravans, won to finish with a 100% record, Retter played well but was dominated. Thornton put the team 2-1 up with a great victory which meant a win from either Hinton (1) or Summers (2) would secure a place in the promotion group. Hinton playing a full-time professional brought back from activities in the North came back from 2-1 down but then lost 9-7 in the 5th. Summers on the other hand worked hard to lead 2-1 but was eventually run into the ground.
Through various reasons, several players were unavailable, which would prove to be costly, although it cannot be used as an excuse. Had Hampshire won their last match, they would have finished top of their group, as it happened, they ended up third with the potential of a relegation group battle.
