REFEREES NEWSLETTER JUNE 2008
Hello everyone,

With all but a few events to complete, we have finally arrived at the end of a hectic season of refereeing.  From the junior events and county weekends to our showcase tournaments, we have been well supported by our referees and I would gratefully thank all those who have given their time, effort and expertise to our sport.  I would thank the majority of referees who respond to my numerous mailings, although, it would be nice to hear occasionally, from those who rarely take the trouble to reply !! 
We will need even more help next season, and I would appeal to those referees who have not been involved lately, to come forward and give their support.  We understand that the geographical locations of many major events are northern based, but we still have events in the south and we are prepared to help whenever we can.  
EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS

This year’s ETC took place in Amsterdam and our appointed referees, JOSS GARVEY and PETER BLACKMORE were accompanied by, Dave Atkins, Dean Clayton, Dave Walker, Jill Wood and Clive Smith, who were chosen from the referee ‘pool’ by the ESF.
Reports from referees were of a’ busy’ schedule, but plenty of opportunities to sample the Amsterdam ‘night life’. 
The European Grade referee status that some UK refs held after attending previous ETC events has been discontinued by the ESF and will no longer be a recognised grade.  The ESF along with the WSF have introduced the Regional Grade Referee, which can be achieved by assessments at ESF events such as the European Teams.  
WSF Assessors are appointed for this purpose.  The new grade, I understand, has been introduced as a ‘stepping stone’ for targeting potential International Grade refs, and could be implemented for some of our England Squash refs to progress.

Regarding ETC nominations from England Squash – All National Grades are eligible to apply for nomination.  The referees committee also feel that some ‘Tournament’ Grade referees may be nominated if it considered appropriate.
NATIONAL GRADE REFEREES
The majority of our National Grade referees have completed their annual assessments for this year.  The responsibility of our N Grades is to now attend National Events and to undergo annual assessments which is aimed at keeping up the highest levels of competency with our top officials.  I am extremely thankful to all those referees that have given so much commitment and hard work to this cause.
Annual requirements for all National grades are:-

Submission of a log of matches

At least one attendance at a National Event

At least one successful assessment

PROMOTIONS
I am pleased to announce the promotion of Jeff Williams (Yorkshire) to ‘N’ Grade referee.  Jeff has been a committed referee to England Squash for some years and has been working  hard towards his promotion for the past 3 seasons attending most of the major National events and attaining quality assessments and training from senior referees.  I am sure Jeff will tell any aspiring referees that the road to achieving the National Grade is not always an easy and straight forward one, but, is achievable with lots of hard work, commitment and patience. This grade remains our top England Squash Referee qualification and our National Referees are highly regarded and respected worldwide.  Well done Jeff. 
ASSESSOR TRAINING

Part of our development programme for referees will include investment into training.  To start the process, we have arranged for some of our senior referees/assessors to undergo a programme of training to improve the quality and standards of assessing referees.  Hopefully at the end of this initial training, we will have a team of fully qualified assessors who will be able to help and support all active referees within England Squash.  Other programmes will be planned for the future – watch this space.
CODE OF CONDUCT

For some time, many referees have been concerned about how the current code of conduct is implemented by England Squash.  The referees committee are to put forward proposals to ES regarding changes to the conduct penalties and the way in which penalties to players are administered.  England Squash are currently reviewing all aspects of the code of conduct and as you may appreciate, this process, with its legal implications, could take time to resolve.  I will keep you all advised, but in the meanwhile, please submit any code of conduct penalty reports direct to my home office address at :  9, Alliss Road, Branton, Doncaster South Yorkshire. DNT 3NT.

REFEREES DAY

We hope to invite all referees to a referee’s day later this year.  The purpose will be to gather referees for an informal day to attend mini workshops/discussions, play a little squash and generally let your hair down and do a spot of socialising.   Initially, if anyone has any ideas or requests for specific activities at such a day, contact me and let me know.  
YOUR  VIEWS & COMMENTS
Should you wish to contact me with any news, views or comments or just a chat, phone me at 01302536202 (Home Office), 07810411692 (mobile) or email martin.roberts@englandsquash.com  

