Hampshire Under 15 Boys Inter Counties

Stage II

January 29th 2006

Venue: Exeter Golf & Country Club

Hampshire had finished second in their group in Stage I and so went forward to the Regional Final (Region 3) along with Gloucestershire, S.E.Wales and host County Devon in Stage II. The winner of this group would progress forward to the Grand Final in May.
The Hampshire Team was made up of:

1. Robert Downer (Lee)
2. James Heyes (Winchester)

3. Jamie Curness (Totton)

4. Ross Shadick-Coe (Totton)
5. Michael Burn (Havant RFC)
Illness had caused the Hampshire Team to travel with only 5 players. Milo Rapacioli (Bounty) had withdrawn the day before and Ben Crowcroft (Rose Bowl) and Paul Allen (Winchester) had been ruled out a few days earlier. These players travelled to Exeter along with myself and Neil Dyke as coaches to the team.
MATCH 1: Devon v Hampshire
	
	DEVON
	
	HAMPSHIRE
	score
	GAME
	GAME 
	GAME
	GAME
	GAME

	1. 
	Theodore Anderson
	Beat
	Robert Downer
	3-0
	9/2
	9/2
	9/0
	
	

	2. 
	Jack Barnes
	Lost to
	James Heyes
	0-3
	5/9
	3/9
	0/9
	
	

	3. 
	Ed Shannon
	Beat
	Jamie Curness
	3-0
	9/5
	9/7
	9/0
	
	

	4. 
	Ed Howe
	Beat
	Ross Shadick-Co
	3-0
	9/5
	9/4
	9/4
	
	

	5. 
	Steve Lewis
	Beat
	Michael Burn
	3-2
	9/6
	9/7
	9/10
	3/9
	9/1


Devon beat Hampshire 4-1 (17-5)

James Heyes was the only winner with a solid performance at number 2 string, 3-0. Michael Burn, the youngest member of the team, went so close against a bigger, stronger opponent. Michael was unlucky not to win either of the first two games. But, his luck appeared to change as he took the third game 10/9 and then the fourth game 9/3. It was not to be as he lost the fifth 9/1. Jamie Curness and Ross Shadick-Coe were making there County debuts and it was not easy at number 3 and 4 string. Both were competitive in their matches but probably lacked that little bit of experience of playing at this level. Robert Downer lost patience in his match against a strong opponent who dominated the “T” hitting solid consistent strokes to the two back corners. Robert tried to hit his way out of trouble but in doing so lost accuracy which was punished by his opponent.  
MATCH 2: Gloucestershire v Hampshire
	
	GLOUCESTERSIRE
	
	HAMPSHIRE
	score
	GAME
	GAME
	GAME
	GAME
	GAME

	1. 
	Mark Broekman
	Beat
	Robert Downer
	3-2
	9/3
	9/6
	3/9
	5/9
	9/7

	2. 
	Sam Davidson
	Beat
	James Heyes
	3-2
	9/2
	4/9
	9/3
	2/9
	10/8

	3. 
	Nathan Lake
	Beat
	Jamie Curness
	3-0
	9/1
	9/0
	9/0
	
	

	4. 
	Tom Ford
	Beat
	Ross Shadick-Co
	3-0
	9/0
	Retired
	injured
	
	

	5. 
	Will Fell
	Beat
	Michael Burn
	3-0
	9/0
	9/1
	9/5
	
	


Gloucestershire beat Hampshire 5-0 (20 – 4)

James Heyes showed great character in coming back from trailing 1-0 and then 2-1 in games. He also showed good composure in the final game when an obvious stroke decision in his favour at match ball was only called a let by the referee. It proved decisive as the match was lost 10/8 in the fifth but James accepted the decision as you have to. Such composure was not shown by Robert Downer as he had a close five set match at number one string. Robert allowed refereeing decisions to upset him and as a result lost 9/7 in the fifth. Gloucestershire proved to be the strongest team present and Jamie Curness and Michael Burn fought bravely for points in their matches. Unfortunately, for Ross Shadick-Coe this proved to be his final match of the day. Ross fell awkwardly at the start of the second game injuring his knee. Unable to continue he was taken to hospital where a torn cartilage was diagnosed.  

MATCH 3: Hampshire v S.E.Wales
	
	HAMPSHIRE
	
	S.E.WALES
	SCORE
	GAME
	GAME 
	GAME
	GAME
	GAME

	1. 
	Robert Downer
	Beat
	Sam Fenwick
	3-0
	9/7
	9/1
	9/4
	
	

	2. 
	James Heyes
	Beat
	David Haley
	3-2
	6/9
	10/8
	7/9
	9/4
	10/8

	3. 
	Jamie Curness
	Lost to
	Gareth Pitt
	0-3
	1/9
	6/9
	6/9
	
	

	4. 
	Michael Burn
	Lost to
	Kane Newall
	0-3
	0/9
	5/9
	8/10
	
	

	5. 
	w/d
	Lost to
	
	0-3
	
	
	
	
	


S.E.Wales beat Hampshire 3-2 (16 – 6)

Hampshire had no reserves so in the absence of Ross Shadick-Coe number five string had to be conceded. Michael Burn had to move up to number four string and came close to taking at least a game, losing the third game 10/8. Jamie Curness again worked hard at number three string. He was unable to pick up a game but the experience will have helped him for next season. Robert Downer just had a little bit more than his opponent at number one string and won 3-0. But great credit to James Heyes who after losing 10/8 in the fifth in his previous match was rewarded for his effort and composure by winning his last match of the day 10/8 in the fifth! 
FINAL POSITIONS

	COUNTY
	MATCH 1
	MATCH 2
	MATCH 3
	POINTS
	POSITION

	GLOUCESTERSHIRE
	15
	20
	14
	49
	1st

	S.E.WALES
	7
	14
	16
	37
	2nd

	DEVON
	17
	8
	6
	31
	3rd

	HAMPSHIRE
	5
	4
	6
	15
	4th


Gary Hales

Hampshire Under 15 Boy’s Squash Coach

